29 DECEMBER 1759                                             445
authority claim or oblige the captors to give up any part, and we do not
conceive the patents hitherto obtained from His Majesty sufficient for that
purpose.
Fifthly, of buildings, revenue and fortifications
64.    Your orders relating to the customs to be levyed in the settlement
coming under our consideration the 26th April, the Board was unanimously
of opinion that the trade of the place would not bear a duty of four per cent
on imports and exports.   Our reasons for this opinion were grounded on an
estimate   of   the   voyages   lately   set   on   foot   from   Calcutta   under   the
easy duty of two per cent on exports and one per cent on imports; few of which
have turned out beneficial to the owners.   The decay of trade and badness of
markets all over India you have frequently been made acquainted with and
we  are sorry  to observe that the  same  complaints exist   at present.   The
premiums for respondentia and insurance are vastly enhanced and the late
troubles in the country have made all sorts of goods both scarce and dear.
Under such circumstances therefore to have burthened the trade with so heavy
a duty as four per cent on imports and four per cent on exports would have
effectually  ruined  the little commerce which is left in the  settlement, but
as we were sensible it was neither for the interest nor the intention of our
employers to discourage the merchants and inhabitants from attempting to
keep up the navigation of the English in these parts and by that means giving
up to foreigners settled here all the advantages of the commerce of Bengali,
we have for these reasons determined to deviate a little from your orders on
that head and have established the following dutys to be collected by the
Sea and Land Custom Master.
4 per cent to be paid on all goods imported into the place by shipping
which have not already paid the Company a duty at any of their other
settlements, and 2 per cent on all such as have before paid the Company
a duty at any of their other settlements. 2 per cent to be collected on
the importation of all piece goods, raw silk and cotton yarn brought into
the place from the aurungs and subordinates whether by water or land
carriage. 4 per cent on all other articles from the aurungs and subordi-
nates, the goods to be valued at the atirung prices.
65.    By the foregoing regulations you wiU observe we have abolished the
duty on exportation esteeming it unreasonable that the same goods should
pay a double duty and imagining  it easier to collect the customs on the
importation of goods into the settlement than on their being exported again,
by which means likewise the Company will reap the benefit of the duty on all
goods consumed in the settlement.
66.    Grain being an article the importation whereof we judged ought to
be encouraged we have reduced the import duty to four per cent and have
increased the duty on its exportation to six per cent.
67.   Upon abolishing the farms of the buzars the Land Custom Master
was directed to collect a duty of four per cent indiscriminately on alLneces-
saries imported for the consumption of the settlement, which we imagined
would have been pretty near the former duties collected on those articles, but
many complaints having been made, us by the poorer inhabitants th^t thi&